ACME Investment Club

FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)



What is the ACME Investment Club?

ACME stands for Atlanta Chapter Model Education Investment Club.  It is an investment club begun by the Georgia chapter of BetterInvesting, to serve as an example of how an investment club can be run.  It is an active investment club that operates using the BetterInvesting long-term investing principles.  The primary purpose of the group is education through participation.  The goal of the group is to educate members so that they can go on to form their own investment clubs, or join another investment club and apply the BetterInvesting principles.  
What is the BetterInvesting?

BetterInvesting is a Michigan Not-For-Profit Corporation group of volunteers that has supported and promoted investment clubs since 1951.  Check out the national or local Georgia chapter at www.better-investing.org or call them at 248/583-6242.

When and where does ACME Investment Club meet?

We currently meet from noon-2 pm on the 2nd Saturday of each month. The location is subject to change, so please contact the club’s advisor Larry Reno at 770-461-4096 or President, Lindy Smith at 404-934-6135 before attending.

I'm really interested in the club; how can I get more information?

You can come to any of our monthly meetings to get more information.  But, please check with us first.  Sometimes meeting dates and times are rescheduled. 
Can I attend the club meetings without being a member?

Yes.  You may attend as often as you like.

Who can join?

All interested parties, willing to learn BetterInvesting principles and evaluation techniques (e.g. SSG, PERT, etc.) may become partners

Can I join this group if I'm a member of another investment club?

Yes.

Do I have to be a member of BetteInvesting to join the investment club?

No.  However, once you join the ACME investment club, you should join the BetteInvesting.  The advantages are that you will receive the monthly magazine, Better Investing, a copy of How to Start and Run an Investment Club, and gain the opportunity to learn more about investing through classes and fairs sponsored by BetteInvesting.

How much money do I need to participate?

After an initial registration fee of $125, each member contributes a minimum of $25 a month. Additional amounts are up to you.  However, no one member can own more than 20% of the investment club.

What happens if I miss a meeting, or a monthly contribution?

Let the club know of your absence in advance. If you miss 4 consecutive meetings, or 4 contributions, we will assume you have withdrawn from the investment club.  Procedures for closing out that membership would be instituted.

How do you decide which stocks to buy?

After the presentation of the SSG (Stock Selection Guide) and background information on the companies in question, each partner has one vote to cast in favor (or not) of the stock in question.  In matters concerning the investment club, all decisions are made by the majority of partners on a one vote, one-person basis.

So, I give my money, and it gets invested.  Is that all I have to do?

No, all members of ACME investment club must be willing to learn the SSG (Stock Selection Guide) evaluation method developed by BetterInvesting to evaluate companies for potential investment.  We will assign a Mentor to help you as you learn. Additionaly, each member learns to researches those and learns other BetterInvesting methods for portfolio maintenance, etc.

Also, volunteers are needed to lead the investment club. The President, Treasurer, Asst. Treasurer, Secretary, and Parliamentarian are voluntary members of the club.   These positions are re-elected after each one year term.

I want to make money now, what can I do?

This may not be the club for you.  BetterInvesting promotes principles for long-term investing, not day trading or other financial schemes.

What happens when I decide to leave ACME?

Your shares in the investment club will be valued as of the nearest valuation date, and liquidated or set aside in your broker account.

Isn't investing risky?

All partners acknowledge the risks of investment and further acknowledge that no discussion or statements made as part of the club's activities should be construed as individual investment advice. No representations or guarantees have been made regarding investment performance of the partnership, or of any individual stocks or securities that have been or may be studies and/or purchased by the partnership.

How do I know the value of my investment?

The Treasurer keeps an account of the club’s purchases and each member’s valuation in the company.  This valuation statement is copied to the ACME website accessible by your personal password.

Is this all legal and above board?

Yes.  ACME investment club is a limited partnershipt, with by-laws and procedures that we use to operate.

I can invest on my own, why should I join an investment club?
The strength of an investment club is its membership.  Everyone brings his or her strengths, background and knowledge to the table.  So, insights and opportunities that you as an individual have created is a resource that is not possible by any one individual. Further, there is a financial strength that comes from working together. What you learn at the Club can be put to work in your personal investing,  i.e. IRA, Retirement Accounts, etc.
