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Disclaimer
• The information in this presentation is for educational purposes only and is not intended to be a 

recommendation to purchase or sell any of the stocks, mutual funds, or other securities that may be 

referenced. The securities of companies referenced or featured in the seminar materials are for illustrative 

purposes only and are not to be considered endorsed or recommended for purchase or sale by 

BetterInvesting  / National Association of Investors . The views expressed are those of the instructors, 

commentators, guests and participants, as the case may be, and do not necessarily represent those of 

BetterInvesting. Investors should conduct their own review and analysis of any company of interest before 

making an investment decision.

• Securities discussed may be held by the instructors in their own personal portfolios or in those of their 

clients. BetterInvesting presenters and volunteers are held to a strict code of conduct that precludes 

benefitting financially from educational presentations or public activities via any BetterInvesting programs, 

events and/or educational sessions in which they participate. Any violation is strictly prohibited and should 

be reported to the CEO of BetterInvesting or the Director of Chapter Relations. 

• This presentation may contain images of websites and products or services not endorsed by 

BetterInvesting. The presenter is not endorsing or promoting the use of these websites, products or 

services.

• National Association of Investors , BetterInvesting  and the BetterInvesting  Icon are 

trademarks/registered trademarks. All rights reserved. © 2021 BetterInvesting .  

• We may be recording this session for our future use. 
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Provides a program of 

sound investment 

information, education and 

support that helps create 

successful lifetime 

investors

We are a nonprofit, 

volunteer-based, member-

driven organization

BetterInvesting
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We found a stock to study – 

Now What?

1. Gather  Data
• BetterInvesting

• Valueline

• Morningstar

• CFRA

• Company’s 10K or 20-F

• Seeking Alpha
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Resources

BetterInvesting Website

• First Cut Stock Reports

• SSG –“Research Tab”

• Stock Up – Research Resources 
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The SSG – Stock Selection Guide

The SSG has become very powerful

• Ratios

• Audit

• Sentiment

• Research
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The SSG – Stock Selection Guide

Research tab has made many research 

resources included and easy to find
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The SSG – Stock Selection Guide

Research tab has made many research 

resources included and easy to find
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The SSG – Stock Selection Guide

Research tab has made many research 

resources included and easy to find
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• Company Description

• Rankings & Ratings

• Commentary

• Long-Term Projections

• “Value Line” and Total 

Return Box
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Unfamiliar with the 
Company?

Start with the 
Business Box
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Check Value Line 

Ratings & 

Rankings

• Safety

• Financial Strength B++ or 

Better

• Earnings Predictability
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Review 

Commentary

• Growth Drivers

• Risk

• Analyst Valuation 

Comment
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Second Opinion 

on SSG 

Projections

• Use Estimating Future 

Sales and Earning 

Projections
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Annual Rates

Future Projections

• Compare Past Periods to 

Future Estimates

• Use these values to 

project future range

• Future range box – should 

be “about” SSG value



1. Bulls & Bears 

2. Competitors

3. Extensive Analysis 
• Analyst Note

• Business Strategy & Outlook 

• Economic Moat

• Fair Value & Profit Drivers 

• Overview –Profile 

4. Buy Below/ Sell Above Prices 

5. Key Ratios 
• Profitability –Interest Coverage
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1. Recommendation & Quality Ranking

2. 3-year projected EPS

3. Highlights/Risks

4. Industry Outlook

5. 6 Quarters of Analyst Notes
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SEC Filings 10K and 20-F
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Form 10-K 

• Comprehensive overview of the company's business 

• Financial condition 

• Audited financial statements

Form 20-F 

• Annual report filing for non-U.S. and non-Canadian companies that have 

securities trading in the U.S

• Helps standardize the reporting requirements of foreign-based companies

• The company must also make the report available to shareholders 

through the company's website



SEC Filings 10K and 20-F
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SEC Filings 10K and 20-F
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Check out “KEY INFORMATION” which includes Risk Factors



SEC Filings 10K and 20-F

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 23

Check out “INFORMATION ON COMPANY” for detailed history and products



Seeking Alpha
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• Financial Data

• News

• Ratings

• Individual 

Investor 

Analysis



Benefits of Research

• Provides the story of the data

• Summarizes and distills annual/quarterly 

company reports and current news. 

• Unbiased analysts have more access to 

companies and in-depth knowledge of 

industry
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The Stock Selection Guide- SSG

Perform a Quality Check on Your Stock

• Increasing Sales and Earnings “UP”

• Sales and Earnings growing at a steady, constant 

rate  “Straight”

• Sales and Earnings growing at about the same rate 

“Parallel”
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The Stock Selection Guide- SSG

UP      Straight       Parallel
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The Stock Selection Guide- SSG

Is there sufficient growth for the size 

or the company? 

• Small   expected growth rate > 12% 

• Medium expected growth rate 7% - 12% 

• Large expected growth rate 5% - 7%
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The Stock Selection Guide- SSG

Is recent quarterly growth in line with historical growth?    
=> Large changes warrant investigation

Historical profit margins should be steady (even) or 
increasing

Profit margins should be as good as or better than 
competitors’ profit margins

Historical Return on Equity (ROE) should be steady or 
slightly increasing. 

 => Significant changes should be investigated.
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The Stock Selection Guide- SSG

Look for companies with at least 15% ROE 

(return on Equity). Great companies achieve 

return on equity of 20%

In general, look for debt levels to be less than 

33% of capitalization. Compare to others in the 

industry Consider industry averages

Interest Rate Coverage
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Questions or Comments?
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Club Operations Tips & Tricks
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Meetings
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• Set at Beginning of Each Year

• Meet 10-12 x per year

• Regular Schedule



Agendas
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• Keeps Order

• Prevents missing topics

• Google Drive

• Framework one month out



Minutes
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• Keeps Order

• Prevents missing topics

• Google Drive

• Framework one month out



Financial Reports

36WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG

• Right after approving minutes

• Treasure - state of portfolio

• Iclub – members have access

• Broker – view only access



Current Stock Updates
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• “Watcher” for each position

• Shared google doc to update 
each month

• Streamline way to discuss 
positions that need attention

• Buy, Sell, Hold or Discuss



New Stock Presentations
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All materials will be circulated 
BEFORE the meeting

• Valueline, Completed SSG and 
other information the presenter 
considers important

• Streamlines the presentation 
and allows for a robust 
discussion.

Stock Presentation



Education
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Assigned member 
responsible for 

topic

Rotates monthly Monthly Industry 
Presentation

Schedule set at 
start of year with 
meeting schedule



Officers
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Change officers 
regularly, per your 
operating procedures

Term Limits optimal 
– new people in 
new positions adds 
life to the club



Questions or Comments?
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Investment Club Tips & Tricks
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Meetings

Set Each Year
Meet 10-12 x per year
Regular Schedule

Agendas

Keeps Order
Prevents missing topics
Google Drive
Framework one month out

Minutes

Updates, Purchases, Sales
Commitments for future meetings
Circulate prior months in advance of meeting

Financial Reports

Right after approving minutes
Treasure reports on state of portfolio
Iclub – members have access
Broker – view only access



Investment Club Tips & Tricks
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Current Stock Updates

“Watcher” for each position
Shared google doc to update each month
• streamline way to discuss positions that need attention
Buy, Sell, Hold or Discuss

New Stock 
Presentations

All materials will be circulated BEFORE the meeting
• Valueline, Completed SSG and other information the 

presenter considers important
• Streamlines the presentation and allows for a robust 

discussion.

Education

Assigned member responsible for topic
Rotates monthly
Monthly Industry Presentation
Schedule set at start of year with meeting schedule

Officers

Change officers regularly, per your operating procedures
Term Limits optimal – new people in new positions adds life 
to the club
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